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Overview 

 The music education degree program at the University of North Florida is designed to 

enable a diverse student population to gain a broad understanding of all areas of the music 

education profession coupled with intensive preparation in one or more professional goal areas, earn 

a Florida Department of Education (FDOE) Teacher Certificate in K-12 Music, and be successful, 

models of professional skill, artistry, and citizenship in the music education profession.  

 

History 

 The music education major is as old as UNF. In the fall of 1972 when the university first 

opened its doors to students, UNF only offered upper-division courses to students who had 

completed their first two years at a community or junior college. The first known music education 

course was offered in 1973: ESE 461 – Special Methods: Music. In the fall of 1974 Dr. Dennis Holt 

was hired by the College of Education as an Assistant Professor to teach music education courses as 

well as other education courses. He was a professor and administrator at UNF until his retirement in 

2008, and continued teaching some courses after that until 2014. Music education was housed in 

and governed by the College of Education, not in the music department. Dr. Sue Terrell was also a 

professor of music education at UNF while the degree was in housed in the College of Education.  

In the fall of 1984, UNF began offering lower-division courses in addition to upper-division, 

making it a full four-year institution. Originally a department of fine arts, the academic division 

became a Department of Music in 1989 shortly after the jazz studies program was established in 

1986. In 2015, the Department of Music became the School of Music.  

The first students pursuing music education at UNF earned a degree called “Bachelor of 

Arts in Education, with a concentration in Music” (BAE-Music) from the College of Education. A 

total of 83 students earned this degree through 2010. In 2007-2008 the music education program 

was moved to the music department in the College of Arts and Sciences, and graduated its first 

“Bachelor of Music Education” (BME) student – Tony Mayato, in 2010. A total of 45 students have 

completed the BME degree from 2010 to 2018. The College of Education also had a Master of 

Education, Music Concentration (M.Ed. Music) program, from which graduated 19 students 

between the summer of 1975 and the fall of 2001. A complete list of music education 

alumni/alumnae can be found at the end of this handbook.  

 In 2014, Dr. Timothy Groulx became UNF’s first music education professor within the 

music department. He enacted major curricular reforms which created the current curricular 

structure. The new degree format made the degree more flexible and more attractive to students 

who wanted to pursue careers in choral, orchestral, or elementary music education in additional to 

bands. The new degree program the total number of credits required to graduate, provided more 

opportunities for customizing their degree, and integrated field experiences within courses which 



previously had been separate and governed by the College of Education and Human Services. In 

2017, the groundwork was laid to establish a Master of Music Education degree. It was approved by 

the university in December, 2017 and the state Board of Governors approved the degree for 

admission for the Fall 2018 term. The first Master of Music Education students were accepted in 

March, 2018 and began taking classes in the fall of 2018.  

 

Professional Characteristics and Behavior 

 Communication, Caring, Industriousness, Resilience, Flexibility, Creativity, Curiosity, and 

Collegiality are among the most important personal characteristics a student can have if they wish to 

become successful professionals. Above all is communication. No matter what happens, no matter 

how bad, nearly every problem imaginable can be solved with timely, straightforward 

communication. Students are expected to respond to every communication initiated by instructors, 

staff, or administrators in a timely fashion. In addition, students must understand that faculty, staff, 

and administrators can solve all of your problems and want to see you succeed, but if you do not 

communicate you cannot get help. Never be afraid, hesitant, or timid to approach someone at UNF 

to seek help – we are all here to see you succeed.  

 Students preparing to enter the music education profession also need to understand that 

educators are held to a higher moral standard in our culture than most any other profession. Whether 

in class or in a practice room, whether at a local public school or in your own dormitory, your 

behavior is in the public eye. Errors of judgment in school, in class, in your private life, on social 

media, or any other way are all grounds for potentially inhibiting or preventing you from joining the 

profession.  

 

Lower Division Status 

 All students who have been accepted to UNF as a music major of any type may take lower-

division music education courses and may consider themselves a part of the music education degree 

program if it is their intention to pursue this degree. For courses with limited enrollment (techniques 

and pedagogy courses, for instance), the instructor or music education area coordinator may 

prioritize enrollment for those with more senior status who may need the course to graduate. MUE 

2040 – Foundations of Music Education may be taken by any student in music or outside of music 

with no restrictions, enabling a wide variety of students to gain an understanding of the profession.  

 All students who are new to the UNF Music Education degree program at considered Lower 

Division. Students who are “First Time in College” (FTIC) are typically those students who have 

completed no education beyond high school graduation (even if college-level credit was earned 

while in high school). Transfer students, even those having completed an Associate’s degree, are 

classified as Lower Division until they have met the qualifications for Upper Division Status, as 

described below. Many transfer students can be reclassified as Upper Division as early as their 

second semester at UNF, having passed MUE 2040 with a C or better and having passed all sections 

of the FLDOE General Knowledge Exam, which is taking during MUE 2040 (see section on FTCE 

for more details on this exam).  

 

Upper Division Status 

Students must meet several qualifications to be classified as upper division music education 

students. Among others, upper-division status is required in order to enroll in the following courses:  

 
 MUE 4311 – Elementary Music – Teaching and Assessment 

 MUE 4331 – Secondary Choral Music – Teaching and Assessment 



 MUE 4332 – Secondary Instrumental Music – Teaching and Assessment 

 MUE 4940 – Internship in Music Education 

 MUG 4202 – Advanced Choral Conducting 

 MUG 4302 – Advanced Instrumental Conducting 

 EDF 4444 – Assessment of Learning and Behavior (managed by COEHS) 

 TSL 4324 – TESOL for the Content Area Teacher (managed by COEHS) 
 

Upper Division status involves several qualifications: 

 Earning passing scores on all parts of the Florida Department of Education’s General 

Knowledge exam 

 Passing MUE 2040 – Foundations of Music Education with a C or better 

 Passing Music Theory I, II, III, and IV with a C or better 

 Passing Aural Theory I, II, III, and IV with a C or better 

 Passing Class Piano I, II, III, and IV with a C or better 

 Having a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.75 

 Passing sophomore barrier jury on primary applied instrument/voice 

 
Field Experiences and Background Checks 

 Field experiences may include observation, assisting, teaching, or any number of other 

teaching-related activities, and they are required for several required courses, as outlined below 

(internship is not included as it is outlined in a separate section): 

 

Course         Acad. Div.   # hours 
MUE 2040 – Foundations of Music Education    School of Music 18 

MUE 3392 – Managing Music Classrooms    School of Music 18 

MUE 4311 – Elementary Music – Teaching and Assessment  School of Music 50 

MUE 4331 – Secondary Choral Music – Teaching and Assessment School of Music 50 

MUE 4332 – Secondary Instrumental Music – Teaching and Assess. School of Music 50 

TSL 4324 – TESOL for the Content Area Teacher   College of Educ. 20 
 

 Background checks are required to participate in all of these field experiences, for the 

county in which the experiences take place. While each county has their own policies, subject to 

change, Duval County is required first, for all freshmen in MUE 2040. At present, their background 

check costs the student approximately $80, can be done in any county in Florida, takes 

approximately 4 weeks to clear, and is valid for 5 years from date of issue. Therefore, most students 

only need to complete the background check once during their time at UNF. A badge is issued by 

the county which students must display at all times on Duval County school campuses.  

 Field hours for MUE 4311, 4331, and 4332 are built into the course meeting times. Field 

hours for MUE 2040, 3392, and TSL 4324 require students to allocate time in their schedule to 

complete observations, preferably in at least one block of 4 free hours, once per week (though they 

can be arranged in other ways). In all circumstances, students are solely responsible for arranging 

transportation to and from field experiences.  

 

Final Internship 

 This section is largely governed by the policies of the College of Education and Human 

Services Office of Field Experiences. See https://www.unf.edu/coehs/oasis/Internship.aspx for 

further details, the official internship handbook, internship application, and application procedure. 

https://www.unf.edu/coehs/oasis/Internship.aspx


While the School of Music offers input on placements and facilitates internship experiences, the 

internship relationship is circumscribed by a legal agreement (“Affiliation Agreement”) between a 

given school district, usually managed by a deputy superintendent, and the University of North 

Florida, managed by the College of Education and Human Services Office of Field Experiences. 

The current UNF Director is Dr. Cathy O’Farrell, who is the responsible party for UNF.  

 The student does have choices to make with the internship. They will need to select a county 

in which to intern, and a level (elementary, middle, high) at which to intern. Currently UNF has 

Affiliation Agreements (legal contracts between UNF and a given school district) with the school 

districts of Duval, Clay, St. Johns, Nassau, Flagler, Baker, Bradford, Union, Putnam, and Columbia 

Counties. Counties outside of this list cannot be used for internships as we have no Affiliation 

Agreement. Reciprocal agreements can be made in unusual, extenuating circumstances with 

Brevard County, though this option will not be used if a satisfactory placement can be made in one 

of the current counties with Affiliation Agreements. Students will not be placed with a former 

teacher or at a school site they attended. Students will be placed at public schools (non-charter).  

 

Florida Teacher Certification Exams (FTCE) 

 To earn teacher certification in Florida, students must complete three exams, all 

administered by Pearson, and each costing the student approximately $150. Students take the 

General Knowledge Exam (GKE) immediately as freshmen, and are required to complete the exam 

(though not required to pass it) in order to pass MUE 2040. The other two exams are to be taken at 

the end of their time at UNF, prior to enrolling in the final internship. There is information and 

materials for all exams on the Florida Department of Education website, and students register for 

the exam through that same website.  

 

General Knowledge Exam – this exam has four sub-tests: English Language Skills, Reading, 

and Mathematics which are multiple-choice, and a written Essay portion. The skills and 

knowledge examined within the purview of this exam are all high-school level knowledge 

and skills. Retakes cost approximately $150 per session, whether that session include a 

single section or multiple sections of the exam. Passing scores on all portions of this exam 

are required to become an upper-division music education student. Students are required to 

register for and take the exam as a part of both MUE 2040 and MUE 3392, unless the 

student has passed all four portions of the exam. If students have difficulty on a portion of 

the exam, they are encouraged to take a general education course that addresses those 

shortcomings. 

 

Music Subject Area Exam – Taken just prior to the final internship, this exam covers music 

history, music theory, band, orchestra, choir, and elementary teaching techniques, 

technology, and multiple other concepts associated with the music education profession. 

Students must take this exam (though not necessarily pass) prior to enrolling in the final 

internship, and must pass the exam in order to earn a final grade for the final internship.  

 

Professional Knowledge Exam - Taken just prior to the final internship, this exam covers 

teaching, classroom management, lesson planning, assessment, reading, TESOL, and other 

topics associate with the education profession. Students must take this exam (though not 

necessarily pass) prior to enrolling in the final internship, and must pass the exam in order to 

earn a final grade for the final internship. 

 

 



Time to Degree Completion 

 First Time in College (FTIC) – Typically these are students who went straight from the end 

of their high school senior year directly to UNF. Even if a student has completed Dual-Enrollment 

courses at a state college, or taken college level courses but while still in high school, they are 

classified as FTIC. Typically students will be able to complete the Bachelor of Music Education 

degree in four years. UNF requires all students to take summer classes at least once, and is counted 

within the total of “four years.” A student entering UNF’s music education degree program directly 

from high school and bringing in no transfer credits will be required to complete 131 credits total, 

which will require 4 years at approximately 15-16 credits per semester, plus two summer terms at 6 

credits each. Students who bring in college-level credits may be able to reduce this. 

 Transfer Students cannot be easily generalized as there are many variations to this 

classification. Typically, a student with a completed Associate’s degree should expect to spend 2.5 

years at UNF in order to complete a music education degree. This is not necessarily a result of the 

total number of credits to complete, but more a result of getting through a series of courses that 

require each other for prerequisites. It is possible, though very difficult, to complete the music 

education degree program in 2 years as it will require more than 18 credits per semester and taking 

multiple courses in a semester that require field experience hours. Every transfer student will need 

to consult with the music education faculty to determine a path to degree completion that is most 

appropriate. To accomplish this, the music education faculty member must have access to a 

complete transcript of the previous institution(s). Students planning to transfer to UNF from a state 

college in Florida are strongly encouraged to complete their Associate’s Degree prior to coming to 

UNF.  

 

Course Registration 

 All students benefit from registering for their next term’s courses as early as possible. 

Delays for any reason can result in lost opportunities such as filled classes. Students entering UNF 

for the first time as FTIC will have advising appointments with UNF undergraduate advising 

specialists. Nearly every FTIC student will need to enroll in the following courses: 

 MUE 2040 – Foundations of Music Education (3 credits) 

 MUT 1111 – Theory 1 (or MUT 1011, Fundamentals of Music) (3 credits) 

 MUT 1241 – Theory 1, Aural (1 credit) 

 MVK 1111 – Class Piano (1 credit) 

 MUS 1010 – Performance Laboratory (0 credits) 

 MUS 1011 – Concert Attendance (0 credits) 

 Your applied instrument/voice (2 credits) 

 At least one large ensemble (1 credit) 

 One general education course (3 credits) 

 One music education major elective. If your primary applied area is voice, this course 

should be MUS 2241 – Italian Diction. If your primary applied area is an instrument, you 

may choose any open 2000-level techniques course with music education area approval. For 

details on major electives, see the section below entitled Major Electives.  

 

 Students must understand that omission or delay of any of the above-listed courses, or taking 

fewer than 15 credits, will almost certainly result in delay of graduation and will extend their time at 

UNF to 4.5 years instead of 4. This is not so much a result of creating a backlog of needed credits, 

which seemingly could be alleviated by taking summer courses, but is primarily a result of delaying 

courses which are prerequisites for other courses. Transfer students must consult with music 



education faculty to obtain a complete degree completion plan, and follow it exactly in order to 

graduate in a timely fashion.  

 At any time after enrolling as a student at UNF, students can enroll in courses up to the 

beginning of classes. Approximately the first full week of classes is “add/drop” week, in which 

students can add or drop courses without significant difficulty. If a music class requires 

“Departmental Permission” to enroll, students are encouraged to communicate via email with music 

education faculty with the following information: your N number, and then the CRN numbers of the 

courses you wish to take. The CRN number is a 5-digit number which starts with 8 for the fall (e.g. 

80143) and with 1 for the spring (e.g. 11578); not to be confused with the course ID (e.g. MUE 

2040). Music education faculty will enter these authorizations typically within 24 hours of the 

request. Students may also get course authorization from UNF advising staff and the School of 

Music office manager, though they receive many more requests and it may take longer.   

 

Theory and Keyboard Skills Testing 

 When any student enters UNF as a music major, they must complete a music theory 

placement test as well as a keyboard skills test. FTIC and transfer students must take these exams, 

typically held during the weekend prior to the first day of classes, in order to be correctly placed in 

theory, aural theory, and class piano courses. Sometimes FTIC students who were very successful in 

high school AP Theory classes may be able to test out of Theory I, while others who may have 

received very little preparation in theory in high school may be required to take Fundamentals of 

Music (in lieu of Theory I) to ensure they have the necessary skills to succeed in their subsequent 

music theory coursework. Transfer students, whether having completed an Associate’s Degree or 

not, all receive instruction from different theory teachers at their previous institutions. In order to 

maintain a uniform set of standards and to ensure success, all transfer students must take this exam. 

Many transfer students will test out of all four semesters of theory, while some will be required to 

retake one or more semesters. Music Theory faculty members can help with preparation. Similarly, 

students must demonstrate keyboard skills whether they have taken class piano at a previous 

institution or not. Sometimes freshmen who have well-developed piano skills may test out of one or 

more semesters of class piano, while some transfers may be required to retake one or more 

semesters to ensure a high standard of musicianship of all UNF graduates. Questions about the 

keyboard skills exams may be directed to keyboard faculty.  

 

Expectations and Responsibilities as Performers  

All UNF music education students are held to the same standards of performance quality as 

a music performance major. This is based on the understanding that in order to be an outstanding 

teacher of music, one must have a high level of artistry as a musician. While music education 

majors may focus on performing literature more likely to be of practical use in the course of their 

profession, they shall be held to the same high standards of performance quality and musicianship 

as a performance major.  

Applied Lessons: According to the program of study for music education, FTIC students 

are required to take 14 credits of applied music (representing 7 semesters at 2 credits each). 

Students who have met this requirement may take additional semesters of lessons but will not be 

required to. Students will take 1 applied lesson course per semester for 7 semesters to complete this 

requirement. While a student may choose to take more than one applied lessons course in a given 

semester, this will not be counted towards the requirement to complete 7 semesters of applied 

lessons. Students should complete all applied lessons and recital requirements prior to the 

internship, and shall not enroll in applied lessons during the internship.  



Large Ensembles: In terms of performing in ensembles, music education majors are held to 

the same standards as performance majors. Students are expected to audition for top ensembles 

every semester and uphold the highest standards of a performing musician. The program of study 

indicates that FTIC music education majors are required to earn 7 credits of large ensembles to 

graduate. This is intended to represent participation in a large ensemble each semester until 

internship. While students may participate in multiple ensembles per semester for credit, students 

are still required to participate in one large ensemble per semester for 7 semesters. If the student has 

met this requirement but requires additional semesters to complete the degree, students will not be 

required to continue participating in ensembles, but rather will be encouraged to focus on 

completing all graduation requirements as rapidly as possible to ensure timely graduation. Students 

should complete all large ensemble requirements prior to the internship, and shall not enroll or 

participate in ensembles during the internship. It is not in the best interest of a student to delay 

graduation for the purpose of performing in an ensemble.  

Ensemble Performance on Secondary Performance Media: As future music educators it 

is also important to develop performing skills outside of the primary applied area to more 

effectively teach these instruments or voices. Woodwind, brass, and percussion students are 

expected to regularly participate in the UNF Concert Band. The Concert Band focuses on literature 

of a level that music educators will frequently teach when they direct their own ensembles. When a 

student has achieved a level of skill on a second instrument where they could successfully 

contribute to the quality of the concert band, the student should consider performing on that 

secondary instrument in the concert band. Ideally, students will have performed in the Concert Band 

on multiple different instruments at a high level besides the primary applied instrument. Generally, 

all music education students are expected to experience diverse ensemble experiences while at UNF 

to obtain the greatest repertoire of rehearsal strategies and the widest body of literature possible. 

This includes winds singing in choral groups and vocalists playing instruments, as music educators 

will frequently teach in multiple areas, particularly at the earlier stages of their career.  

Juries: Juries are required for music education majors to periodically assess performance 

skills. These juries are organized and administered by performance area faculty; music education 

faculty are typically not involved in performance juries. Typically students will be required to 

demonstrate mastery of scales, prepared etudes and/or literature, and sight-reading/sight-singing. 

These juries, particularly the sophomore barrier jury (required to move on to upper-division status 

as a music education major) require intensive artistic preparation, and may result in a jury’s 

decision to pass the student, require the student to retake one or more portions, or fail.  

Senior Recital: Music education majors must register for and pass the Senior Recital (0 

credits) prior to enrolling in the final internship in music education. Students will not be permitted 

to enroll in the final internship without having successfully completed the Senior Recital. Students 

should register for and complete this recital in the final semester of coursework immediately prior to 

the final internship, though earlier semesters may be considered with sufficient justification. Music 

education majors should perform a full recital (like the performance major’s senior recital).  

As a practice, music education faculty do not become involved in juries or senior recitals, 

primarily to ensure that as many music faculty as possible have had an opportunity to hear and 

evaluate a student prior to their graduation.  

 Exceptional/Extenuating Circumstances: Students are held to all requirements stated 

above at all times except in the case of unusual, unforeseen, exceptional, or extenuating 

circumstances. In any case where such a need may exist, there must be documented need, and must 

be reviewed by the student, music education faculty, applied teacher or ensemble director, area 

coordinator for the area(s) in question, and the department chair.  

 



Double Majors 

 Music Education majors who wish to add a second major have several options within and 

outside the School of Music. Careful planning with both academic areas will ensure timely 

completion of both degrees. A common double major is to combine both music education and 

music performance as there is a great deal of overlap between the two. However, students will 

typically require an additional year to complete both degrees. While each performance area has its 

own set of coursework and requirements, an example with a woodwind, brass, or percussion student 

might involve an additional 11 credits of music theory courses along with an additional 6 credits of 

Literature and Pedagogy courses. It should be noted that a double major of music education plus 

jazz studies would take substantially longer than four years as there is very little overlap between 

the two degrees.  

 

Major Electives 

 Students are required to complete 8 courses, mostly 1 credit hour each, of major electives. 

The choices of major electives were developed in 2015 to make the UNF music education degree 

the most flexible and customizable music education degree in the state. Based on students’ previous 

experiences and their future professional goals, students will select their major electives in 

consultation with the music education faculty. Music education faculty have the final decision on 

which major electives should be taken. All professional electives must be passed with a C or better. 

Students earning a D or F must retake the course and earn at least a C for it to count.  

 Music education majors should start taking major electives from their first semester at UNF. 

Choral students should take MUS 2241 – Italian Diction. Failure to take this course in the first 

semester can result in delays in progress since it is a prerequisite for French Diction and is only 

offered in the fall. Instrumental students must take an instrumental techniques and pedagogy course. 

It may be convenient to take a techniques course that represents the family of instruments of the 

student’s primary instrument, though they may have to take any that is available since techniques 

courses fill up quickly. FTIC instrumental music education majors who do not take a major elective 

in the first semester are unlikely to fall behind, though they must be sure to take a major elective in 

the second semester. Instrumental music education majors must be sure they have completed most 

or all of techniques courses prior to taking MUE 4332 Secondary Instrumental Music – Teaching 

and Assessment.  

 The body of choices for major electives include courses that are specifically instrumental in 

nature, specifically vocal in nature, as well as several courses which are appropriate for all areas of 

music education. Electives are added and removed from time to time, based on availability of 

instructors.  

 While the degree is meant to be flexible, there are several typical electives which should be 

taken by a student, depending on if their primarily applied is vocal or instrumental. Typically, a 

vocal music education student will take the following courses: 

 

MUS2241 Italian Diction (taken during first semester at UNF) 

MUS2221 French Diction (taken during second semester at UNF) 

MUS2231 German Diction (taken during third semester at UNF) 

MVV4640 Vocal Pedagogy (2 credits, taken in the junior year) 

MVK3702 Choral Accompanying (taken during the fall immediately before internship) 

 

The only major elective which counts for two electives is MVV 4640 – Vocal Pedagogy. 

Therefore, the five courses listed above counts for 6 electives, and vocal music education majors 

need two more major electives to graduate.  



An instrumental music education student’s path is less uniform than choral since a student 

may choose to omit a course based on their primary applied instrument, and depending on whether 

they plan to direct bands or orchestras, or teach at the middle or high school level. A student whose 

primary applied instrument is clarinet but also plays saxophone competently may choose not to take 

MUE 2450 – Clarinet and Saxophone Techniques and Pedagogy. Instead, they may take courses 

focusing on instrument on which they are not proficient. Students are encouraged to consider taking 

courses which reflect their primary instrument anyway, especially string students, since the courses 

are not entirely focused on performance but also focus heavily on the ability to teach these 

instruments to children.  

All students are welcome to take more than 8 credits of major electives. These courses are 

typically very enjoyable, have relatively light workloads (aside from practicing the instrument), and 

are frequently offered. Among the courses which are not specific to any one professional focus are:  

 

MUE2445 Guitar Techniques  

MUE2420 World Drumming Techniques and Pedagogy  

MVK4604 Pedagogy of Group Piano   

MUM1622 Introduction to Sound Reinforcement  

MUM1611 Concert Recording   

MUT4650 Composition and Improvisation (2 credits, but only counts as one major elective credit) 

 

These courses largely reflect courses that may be offered as electives at a middle school or 

high school and do not require a long-term commitment like band or orchestra classes. Two courses 

are technology courses which may serve as assets to music educators, and the last, MUT 4650 

Composition and Improvisation, is the only 2-credit major elective choice which only counts for 

one major elective credit. Below is the list of major electives students may choose, current as of 

January 2018: 

 
Instrumental Focused   Vocal Focused   General Interest 
MUE2440 String Techniques and Pedagogy I MUS2241 Italian Diction  MUE2445 Guitar Techniques 

MUE2442 String Techniques and Pedagogy II  MUS2221 French Diction   MUE2420 World Drumming 

MUE2450 Clarinet and Saxophone Tech. & Pedagogy MUS2231 German Diction  MVK4604 Pedagogy of Group Piano  

MUE2451 Oboe and Bassoon Techniques & Pedagogy  MVV4640 Vocal Pedagogy   MUM1622 Intro. Sound Reinforcement 
MUE2453 Flute Techniques and Pedagogy  MVK3702 Choral Accompanying MUM1611 Concert Recording  

MUE2460 Brasswind Techniques and Pedagogy I      MUT4650 Composition and Improvisation 

MUE2463 Brasswind Techniques and Pedagogy II       
MUE2470 Percussion Techniques   

MUE3481 Jazz Pedagogy 

MUE4480 Marching Band Techniques  
MUE3410 Choral Methods for Instrumentalists  

 

UNF Collegiate Chapter of the National Association for Music Education (CNAfME) 

 This student organization is what extends future music educators beyond the requirements of 

academia and into the richness of the profession in myriad ways. All music education majors are 

expected to attend meetings regularly, and to communicate in advance if they are unable to attend 

those meetings. CNAfME meetings frequently involve invited guest speakers, specialized 

workshops on topics of interest, and perhaps most importantly an opportunity to share ideas, 

experiences, questions, and brother/sisterhood with peers. For the 2018-2019 academic year, 

meetings will typically be the last Monday of each month in room 1420, with socialization and 

refreshments at 6:00pm and business beginning at 6:30pm (typically lasting an hour). The dates for 

the meetings will be: 

 



Fall semester:   August 27th September 24th October 29th November 26th 

Spring semester: January 28th February 25th  March 25th April 15th 

 

The chapter has a faculty sponsor and elected student officers. The offices include president, 

president-elect, treasurer, and secretary. Each office is elected during a given fall except for 

president; the president-elect from the previous year typically moves into the office of president the 

following year and a new president-elect is elected. The president-elect is always expected to serve 

for at least two years – the year elected as an assistant to the president and the following year as 

president.  

 

General Education Coursework 

 General Education courses are governed by specific requirements and regulations set forth 

by the University of North Florida and the State University System. This section offers suggestions 

for general education courses for music education students to consider which may serve them well 

in their careers as music educators. This section should not be considered as policy, requirement, or 

to supersede any other policies as established, but only informed recommendations. These 

suggestions are also offered in part to help prepare on the skills and knowledge that are tested on the 

Florida Department of Education’s General Knowledge Exam.  

 

ENC 2642 – Writing Topics: Education 

AMH 2020 – United States History Since 1877 

ANT 2000 – Introduction to Anthropology 

PSY 2012 – Introduction to Psychology 

SYG 2000 – Introduction to Sociology 

PHI 2630 – Critical Thinking: Ethical Issues 

MAC 1105 – College Algebra 

STA 2014 – Elementary Statistics for Health and Social Sciences 
 

Graduate Study in Music Education 

 The Master of Music Education degree was approved by the state Board of Governors to 

begin enrolling its first students for the fall semester of 2018. Specific information about applying 

for the degree, requirements, and so forth can be found on the School of Music website or the UNF 

Graduate Admissions webpage. Generally, the Master’s degree has two concentrations: the 

Pedagogy and Research concentration is for those with a Bachelor’s degree in Music Education and 

is either currently a certified teacher or is qualified to become a certified teacher without any 

additional coursework, and the Professional Education concentration which is primarily geared 

towards those who have a Bachelor’s degree in a music area other than music education, such as 

performance, but wish to become certified teachers in Florida. The Pedagogy and Research 

concentration is 30 credits and focuses on developing and learning new music teaching strategies as 

well as exposure to and development of a body of research relevant to the student’s professional 

goals. It includes 9 credits of cognate area student to be chosen by the student. This cognate area 

may include various different areas inside or outside of music education. Some possibilities include 

but are not limited to conducting, performance, educational leadership, teaching exceptional 

learners, or technology. Cognate areas should be discussed as early as possible to determine a 

practical path to achievement, and may be limited by course offerings. The Professional Education 

concentration may be anywhere from 30-39 credits (based on previous coursework) and does not 

have much room for electives as it is filled with education coursework required by the State of 

Florida to earn certification.  



UNF Music Education Alumni/Alumnae 
 

Bachelor of Arts in Education – Music (1974-2010) 
 

Marilyn Deckman 1974 

James Matejka  1974 

Donald Cleary  1974 

Aubrey Dykes  1974 

Elizabeth Dix  1975 

Lester Geisendorff 1975 

Julie Badger  1976 

Melody Holland  1976 

Jonathan Hill  1976 

Frieda Nasr  1976 

Elizabeth Bradfield 1977 

Karen Dzedulevicz 1977 

Jane Palmer  1977 

Shawna Blong  1978 

Carol Somers-Velasco 1978 

Laura Davis  1978 

Lewis Moore  1978 

Jennifer Thompson 1979 

Annie Spell  1979 

Nancy Peed  1979 

James Beck  1980 

Mark O’Connor  1980 

Linda Dreibelbis  1981 

Stephen Hamrick  1981 

Debra Howard  1981 

Dian Toban  1981 

Lindsay Ayliffe  1982 

Diane Williams  1982 

Joni Eckerson  1982 

Sue Brock  1983 

Mason Raley  1986 

Andre Cooper  1987 

Elizabeth Wood  1988 

Jacklyn Fletcher  1990 

Pamela Luke  1990 

Raymond Mezo  1991 

Robert Barfield  1992 

Michael Olson  1992 

Lara Davis  1993 

Zoe Knotts  1993 

Bonnie Szost  1993 

William Benton  1994 

Sheila Young  1995 

Anna Cristodero  1996 

Joseph Bernat  1996 

David Le Blanc  1996 

David Glover  1996 

Jeffrey Mills  1996 

Jennifer Gesell  1997 

Jeffrey Lendvay  1997 

William Brown  1998 

Christopher Gabaldon 1998 

Daniel Smith  1998 

Jeffrey Adams  1998 

Aaron Hoffman  2000 

Ryan Hoffman  2000 

Jennifer McLeod  2000 

Virginia Norris  2000 

Michelle Michael  2000 

Alison Clark  2001 

Monica Tripp  2001 

Michelle Belle Isle 2001 

David Bethea  2001 

Laura Ingalls  2001 

Kimberlee Barry  2002 

Kristina Fleming  2002 

Margaret McArthur 2002 

Heather Tillis  2003 

Breana Mock  2003 

Melissa Herrera   2003 

Maggie Schaeffer  2004 

Jonathan Wes Peters 2004 

Megan Keenan  2004 

Adrienne Bentley  2004 

Brenda Kogut  2005 

Alison Uhland  2005 

Trevor Collazo  2006 

Michael Troina  2008 

Rosena Silfort  2008 

Jennifer Truthan  2008 

Kathleen Hartwell 2008 

Samantha Lambros 2009 

Jennifer Miles  2010 

 

Bachelor of Music Education (2010-present) 
 

Juan Mayato  2010 

Nicholas Winslow 2011 

Eric Wright  2011 

Marisa Parrella  2011 

Luis Palacios  2011 

Rose Francis  2012 

David Rowan  2012 

Jermaine Reynolds 2012 

Victor Martinez  2012 

Joshua Stone  2012 

Tina Whiddon  2013 

Victoria Donahoo  2013 

Christopher Odom 2013 

Jennifer Meister  2014 

Christina Cuny  2014 

Montgomery Raley 2014 

Jacob Reedy  2014 

Richard Sargent  2014 

Jackson Gilchrist  2015 

Breanna Goodwien 2015 

Chelsey Roberts  2015 

Samantha Felber  2015 

Brandon Lesando  2015 

Brannen Pfister  2015 

Timothy Stanley  2015 

Ruth Castaneda  2016 

Sean Taylor  2016 

Jacob Enlow  2016 

Ben Gaona  2016 

Nick O'Brien  2016 

Elizabeth Ashley McDonald 2017 

Sarah Rowe  2017 

Laura Dees  2017 

Jonathan Welch  2017 

Anneliese Tucker  2017 

Justin Coker  2018 

Lisa Coyne  2018 

Kacey Cuda  2018 

Rita Rozen  2018 

Erick Velazquez  2018 

Matt Brown  2018 

Joe Paz   2018 

Jacqueline Rodriguez 2018 

Heather Cotney  2018 

Andrew Simon  2018

 

 

  



Master of Education – Music (1976-2001) 
 

Susan Hendry  1975 

Karla Boy  1976 

Robert Edwards  1976 

Brenda Cohn  1977 

Lenorah Allen  1979 

Verlie Stevens  1980 

Elizabeth Dix  1981 

Shari Lacomb  1981 

Lewis Moore  1984 

Terrell Fulbright 1985 

Norma Caiazza  1986 

Ira Strauss  1986 

Craig Nelson  1988 

Brenda Chapman 1990 

Melva Sorrells  1992 

Dirk Schmidt  1993 

De An Winton  1994 

Roger Sears  1997 

Sheila Young  2001 

 

Master of Music Education (est. 2018) 

Demographic Data of Students Completing an Undergraduate Music Education Degree 

1972-2018 (N=128) 

 

Sex: 57% (73) Female  43% (55) Male 

 

Race: 85.2% (109) white 6.3% (8) black  8.5% (11) Hispanic/Latino 0% (0) Asian 

 

Applied instrument/voice:  25.8% (33) voice 17.2% (22) piano   

8.6% (11) saxophone 7.8% (10) trumpet 7.8% (10) percussion  

    5.5% (7) trombone 5.5% (7) violin 3.9% (5) clarinet  

3.1% (4) flute  3.1% (4) horn  2.3% (3) tuba 

1.6% (2) each: euphonium, viola, cello, oboe, guitar 

0.8% (1) each: bassoon, string bass 


